Your Invited to Fogmaker North America's
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Fire Suppression Demo and BBQ
Dallas County Schools Technology & Training Center
5151 Samuel Blvd. Dallas, TX 75228
Begins at 10:00 AM on 3/22/17

RSVP by Monday 3/20/2017
Any Questions? Contact Kent Tyler
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It’s the only high-pressure water mist technology k 3
that attacks all three components of the fire

triangle - Heat, Oxygen and Fuel. Works with
traditional and CNG fuel system:s.

@ Avoid costly engine clean-up after the fire
@ Environmentally friendly - no HAZMAT

@ Safe, non-toxic to occupants

® More than 100,000 reliable systems installed since 1995
® UL Certified, DOT Compliant

SEE FOGMAKER (FMNA) ARTICLE
“Fire Suppression on New Busses’, in the October issue of School Bus Fleet.

® Longer duration discharge compared to powder systems

—
MADE IN USA
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Contractor Specs Fire
Suppression on New Buses

By Thomas McMahon

WARRENVILLE, lll. — School transporta-
tion provider National Express LLC will
begin adding Fogmaker fire suppression
to its fleet, company officials confirmed
to SBF.

National Express operates more than
21,000 school buses through its Dur-
ham School Services and Petermann di-
visions in the U.S. and Stock Transpor-
tation in Canada. The contractor, which
is the second-largest in North America,
has decided to include the Fogmaker
system in its new school bus purchases,

“We're always looking for and eval-
uating new technologies to enhance
safety,” said Daryl Hendricks, senior
vice president of asset management for
National Express. “During a demonstra-
tion, we watched the Fogmaker system
put out a fire in seconds.”

Fogmaker, which is installed in the
engine compartment of a vehicle, uses
water mist to suppress fires by displac-
ing oxygen and reducing the ambient
temperature to prevent re-ignition. Tt
also blankets fuel sources with a biode-
gradable, non-toxic foam.,
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“We look at fire suppression as a way
to increase survivability on buses,” said
Joseph Mirabile, president of USSC
Group, the supplier of Fogmaker in
North America. “The early detection al-
lows for a better chance to evacuate a
vehicle that’s on fire.”

For the pupil transportation com-
munity in general, the potential for a
school bus to catch fire is a concern that
occasionally materializes and makes
headlines. School bus drivers in these
cases find themselves putting their
evacuation training into practice, and
they are often hailed for their actions in
getting their passengers to safety.

Hendricks said that in these types
of incidents, a fire suppression system
would “provide extra time for evacua-
tion of the bus ... [giving] drivers an-
other tool that will help them do their
job better.”

As for the Fogmaker system specifi-
cally, Hendricks said that he and Na-
tional Express CEO David A. Duke were
impressed when they saw it in action at
a Fogmaker facility in Pennsylvania,

OCTOBER 2016

National Express, which includes
Durham School Services, will add
the Fogmaker fire suppression
system (above) on its new school
bus purchases.

“It really took my breath
away with its ability to put out a
fire and to bring down the tem-
perature below the flash point
[to prevent another flare upl,”
Hendricks said.

Other key selling points for Nation-
al Express, Hendricks said, were the
environmental advantage of Fogmak-
er being a water-based system and the
fact that it uses pressure to operate, so
it doesn't need electrical input.

Mirabile added that the system is
“armed at all times,” even when the bus
is parked and powered off,

While data on the frequency of school
bus fires is hard to come by, Mirabile
said, the stricter emission standards
that have gone into effect in recent years
have resulted in engines running hotter,
which increases the risk of fire.

Fire suppression systems are far
more prevalent in transit buses than
in school buses, Mirabile said. Some
school bus operations in hotter climates
have embraced the technology, but Na-
tional Express may be the biggest school
transportation provider to start spec’ing
fire suppression in its new buses.

“This is a major player making a ma-
jor investment in the safety of their stu-
dents,” Mirabile said.
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